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Is  activity a                   
systematic investigation   

designed to develop/contribute  
to generalizable                

knowledge

NO
Activity is not under UREO/UREC 
jurisdiction, but may be subject to 

other Univ or Dept / unit regulations

YES

Activity is research.                 
Does the research involve    

human participants or 
identifiable data

NO
Activity is not under UREO/UREC 

jurisdiction, but under relevant Dept 
and University policies/guidelines

YES

Is the research               
conducted by ADMU          

undergraduate                   
students 

YES

NO

Applicant submits Form and 
required documents to UREO 

Office Assistant (OA)

UREO OA checks completeness of 
submission, records application, 

and sends to UREC Chair/ 
Vice-Chair who determine type of 

review

Exempt from 
review?

e.g. creative 
scholarly work, or 
for pedagogical 
purposes

see Chart 2 
on Student 
Research

i.e. graduate 
student, faculty, 
professional or staff

UREO sends letter 
validating exemption to 

applicant 

Applicant completes Form 1 - 
Application for Initial Ethics 

Clearance or Form 4 - Validation 
of Exemption                 

(guidelines are in forms)  

 Student undergoes 
Department ethics review 

process

YesUREC Chair / Vice-Chair / UREO 
Director validates exemption

No

Expedited      
review? 

Yes

UREC Chair / 
Vice-Chair assigns 

to primary 
reviewers

2-3 reviewers 
evaluate &  
complete 
Protocol 

Assessment Form 

UREO sends ethics 
approval  letter

No

Full review?Yes

UREC Chair / 
Vice-Chair assigns 

to primary 
reviewers

Protocol is 
deliberated in a 
plenary UREC 

meeting w/ quorum

UREO sends ethics 
approval letter

Revise and 
resubmit

YES
NO


